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ON THE GREENBRIER 


* /iTH the coming of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad 
VV and the subsequent developments in the Greenbrier 
7 Valley which it follows for a considerable distance, in- 
Rl 'l ng r he Greenbrier Valley Division, numerous towns were 
clBI uiished along its course through the Valley. The estabHsh- 
fS " 0 f centers of population afforded the Church its oppor- 
3 nd those who have made this Presbytery have known 
,0 ; tto do with opportunities: they have taken advantage of 
J cin constructively. Within a period of seven years, four 
churches were organized in as many towns in the Greenbrier 
Valley, all of which have advanced to high rank among the 
churches of the Presbytery. 


XVIII. HINTON CHURCH 

In connection with the church at Hinton and that at Alder- 
son. which is the next church to be noted, it will be of interest 
to quote a paragraph from the address of Dr. William T. 
Price on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the organi¬ 
zation of Greenbrier Presbytery: "Hinton and Alderson 
churches are located in the flourishing railroad towns bear¬ 
ing their names, respectively, and the region occupied by them 
was once a part of the field occupied by Rev. M. H. Bittinger, 
D.D., whose long and faithful service as pastor of the Center¬ 
ville Church has already been noted.” In that connection Dr. 
Pn«quotes Dr. Bittinger as saying: "I frequently visited those 
l<*aliti« and preached, holding at times sacramental meetings 
a! which persons were received into the membership of the 
‘butch At those points the churches of Hinton and Alderson 
** ****> organized, into which members of Centervi 
Ur <H entered and so were lost to us.” 





The Church on the Western W 


The Hinton Church was organized in 187 
bars. Rev. H. R. Laird became the first 
rinumg his service in that capacity for two v “ 8 ?<>. 
plete roll uf ministers of the I Iimon Church is jj"h* co„, 

H R. Laird - 

_— ; !* •''»» 

—- 1 884., 1 


J. W. Wightman 

J. W. Holt_ 

D. R. Frierson 


-I88g-lgo 0 


D. W. Hollingsworth . J 90, «<Jo i 

J. McD. Lacy_ 9 °4»9lo 

V. P. Merrell 5lO- l9l8 

J. W. Rowe._ 9I9 -i 920 

A. H. Clarke__ . “ o" ® ao *' 92 7 

1928 to the present 

Mr. Clarke, present pastor of the Hinton Church h « 
the efficient chairman of the Prcsbytcrv’s Con, ' iS betn 

■* oZrz":':"' 

of the Presbytery in 1937. W agenc V 

XIX. ALDERSON CHURCH 

Alderson Church was organized in 187ft 
of the Hinton Church Rev HR l" a l ' “ W3S truc 
tor. Rev J H t / * R ' La,rd bcca me the first pas- 

y-rs immediatelyXdiniT** ^ C ° ngregatlon for 
-T-, ’ P rtccdlf ig its organization. 

first joinTlywilh^h^ M 8 ° f ** A,dCfSOn Church ’ 0Wned « 
Kregation. was occupied byth'" L ° d8C ’ ^ ^ ** C °“' 
‘fie beautiful stone build V con 8 re gation until >926. when 

From the h 8 n ° W occu P ied wa * erected. 

rom th » home of R cv i m c. 

'•‘S. came three m ^ oan - P astor from 1895 to 

Margaret Sloan It ' u,nane * °f our Church, namely. Miss 
«°nary worker i n K '“' ,urY to China; Miss Jenny Sloan, mis- 
*** missionary to Chauu^' *** Df Dwight M Sloan - nwdi ‘ 


mmmf, 







On the Greenbrier 

The Aldcrso" Church also gave to the Presbyterian Church 
rh . United Stares one of .r, most distinguished " ^ Wd ‘ 
poll's and teachers m the person of Rev. TWa"^ 

tbnson. D-D- {or ™ 1 "' Pressor at Union ThJ 

£•*1 Seminary at Richmond. 

Roll of Ministers of the Aldcrson Church: 

H . R. Laird-—--- 1876-,885 

J. H. Lewis--1884. ,885 

E. D. Jeff™*- -*885-1895 

J. M- Sloan-—1895-1^15 

J. L. Lineweavcr . .1916-1918 

J. B. Flow-—1918-1922 

PaulNickell--1923-1928 

Dupuy HoIIaday-1929 to the present 

Dr. Flow, pastor of the Aldcrson Church from 1918 to 
1922, resigned that pastorate to assume the work of Prcsby 
tery’s Evangelist. Dr. Flow's effective work in evangelism con¬ 
tinued to 1928 when he was called to another field of labor. 

XX. MARLINTON CHURCH 

The church at Marlinton, originally known as "Marlin's 
Bottom," was organized in 1881. Dr. David S. Sydcnstricker 
is credited with leadership in the organization of the church, 
which was organized with twelve members, and Dr. Syden- 
stricker served the church as supply for four years after its 
organization, until 1885. Dr. William T. Price then became 
P«tor, serving until 1900 and being the first installed pastor 
of the Marlinton Church. 

The writer here acknowledges again his indebtedness to the 
*riting* of Dr. Price for valuable data used in this sketch, and 
recognizes the service he rendered to the Presbytery in record- 
in 8 much of its early history, which otherwise would be dif- 
kiilt to obtain. 
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Ministers of the Marlinton Church « the ^ ^ ^ 

lfU mbcney are. D _ 

1 w 

1 & 

Davi a 

, T Pnf^. D-D. - 

- - . 

William 1 • rnWf 


wr 

(3. W. phcm€it 

*900-1907 
—** 09 -« t « 4 

- '914-1910 

■ /f , 

A. ivasnaii 


J. M- waiKcr 

V v U Ore 

I 

|V. 

1 V- 

H. n vyrr —- 

if \t Rntvcn 

■ysi -1926 

|V. V . Dvwwi 

Samuel B. Lapslty 
lamp* C Wool 

'MHWl 

1 9)8 to the promt 




I nenrsi uunuiu 8 w. ..™. wu frwtrd 

in 1882 and used until 19' 5 - w hen the prevnt building WM 
completed and occupied and dedicated in 1916. 

Two men have gone from the Marlinton Church into th« 
service of the gospel ministry: Rev. Henry W. McLaughlin. 
D.D., and Rev. Ewell V Wiley. 

XXI. RONCEVERTE CHURCH 

After the completion of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
and the consequent development of the lumber industry on the 
Greenbrier River, a number of people from New York. Penn¬ 
sylvania, and other states settled at Ronceverte. among them 
being several Presbyterians who transferred their membership 
to the Old Stone Church at Lewisburg. Dr. Matthew Lyle 
Lacy, pastor of the Old Stone Church, conducted occasional 
services at Ronceverte, preaching in a lumber mill or other 
places where the people would be assembled, and there is an in¬ 
teresting tradition of occasional services in the old covered 
bndge spanning the Greenbrier River. 

. °u T** 1 l ^ e neec * a niore adequate place of worship * 
urch building was erected on Monroe Avenue, which was 
Edi«T. 1 " nU USed jointly by the Presbyterian, Protestant 
OR 3 • and Baptist congregation* 
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have served this church as pastor since its or- 
$ix rntn& H LewlS ' E. D. Jeffries. George T. Lyle. 

p's'ydenstrickcr. J. W. Holt, and W. A. Benfield. 

XXIV. BIG SPRING CHURCH 

„• Coring Church was organized by Rev. J. M. Sloan. 
* g J. August 25. > g 94 - This church, which has always 
tV3n associated with other churches in home mission groupings. 
the ministerial services of the following ministers: 
g W. Nickel 1 . Rev. H. W. McLaughlin. Rev. Asa D. 
Watkins. Rev. Walter W. Bain. Rev. F. W. Gray. Rev. W. P. 
Gibbs, and for many years past Rev. O. N. Miles. 

The building occupied by the Big Spring congregation was 

erected in 1 9 11 - 

XXV. ALEXANDER MEMORIAL 

Alexander Memorial Church was organized in 1894 with 
a special view to serving the people to the west of the Green¬ 
brier River in upper Pocahontas County, a section which up 
to that time had had no Presbyterian church. The Presby¬ 
terian constituency in that region formerly held membership in 
Liberty, Baxter and Dunmore churches. The location of the 
church, now called Stony Bottom, was then called Driftwood, 
and the church was first named Driftwood Church. The name 
Alexander Memorial, though used before that time, was not 
ormally chosen until 1931. This church was associated suc- 
Dtmmore and Liberty churches, with Linwood 
n m8 ° lurches, and now with the church at Cass. 
deT Vi™ 30 ? ycars * unt ^ I 93°. mission points of the Alcxan- 
Tk* m onal Church were Clover Lick. Poage Lane, and 
Rev S W Prmg House on Clover Creek, 

of 0r Wni ^ Alexander, who was stated supply at the time 

fia| Churd! IOn * WaS lhe firSt pastor of lhe Alexander Memo¬ 
serving in that pastorate from 1894 to 1895. 
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The Church on the Western Waters 

Other ministers who have served this congregation as p , 
or supply are: 

H. W. McLaughlin (student) -_,g 96 

H. W. McLaughlin (pastor)-__i 9 oo-, 9 o 4 

R. E. Fultz----*904-1907 


R. E. Fultz- 

W. W. Bain- 

S. B. Hanna (student)- 

H. H. Leach (student) - 

W. P. Gibbs ( student) - 

W. P. Gibbs (pastor) 

W. J. Flint (student) _ 

O. N. Miles (pastor)_ 

J. T. Pharr_ 


•907-1909 


-1916 

-1917 

-1918-1930 

-i 930 to the present 


XXVI. CLIFTON CHURCH 


Clifton Church at Maxwelton was organized September 23, 
1900. by a commission of the Presbytery composed of the fol¬ 
lowing: Rev. Matthew Lyle Lacy. D.D., Rev. William McC. 
White, Rev. R. L. Telford. D.D., with Ruling Elder Jonathan 
Mays. Clifton Church traces its origin to home mission work of 
r ' Matthew Lyle Lacy about 1870 when he began holding 
rra>ir mee tings in the homes of the people and later with in 
'oa-.ed attendance at Arbuckle School House. Also a Sunday 
°ol' COnd °cted only in the summer months at first. waS 
OH r i>d ^ Mf John D - Arbuckle. who was an elder in 
( hurch al Lewisburg. The original membership 
' . ha * been «ncreased to four hundrcJ and 
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nui *'** 9 **- 

^ foIlowing ministers have served Clifton Church i 

^Un^ver.D.D- « 9 o 8 -i 9 i 7 

J - ni.:iimc___1 9 1 7 -1924 

1925 to the present 


in the 


p W. PhiII»P s ---- 
j'p. Proffitt. D.D. 




Proffitt's pastorate, which has continued for thirteen 
J'jj t he longest pastorate in the history of Clifton Church. 
The church has enjoyed memorable seasons of revival, espe- 
cja ll y un der the preaching of Dr. Gilkeson during his pastorate 
ind of Rev. W. W. Sprouse in the present pastorate. 

A number of ministers have gone out from the Clifton 
Church, namely. Rev. J. Marion Sydenstricker, missionary to 
Brazil: Rev. 0. N. Miles. Rev. C. Irving Lewis. Rev. Frank 
Lewis, and Rev. J. D. Arbuckle, the latter being a grandson 
of Mr. John D. Arbuckle, one of the founders of the Clifton 
Church. Also two young men. James Garrett and Day Carper, 
are now preparing themselves for the work of the gospel min¬ 
istry. 

In the summer of this year (i 93 8 ) an annex twenty-eight 
bytlurty-four eet was added to the church building, "to be 
Dr 8^ncral church purposes.** 

v XXVIL WESTMINSTER CHURCH 

^embr lCT Pre,b^ UrC Qc^^ 0rganiZcd ^ 3 commissi °n of 
Huntersville Church livi 4 ' ' 9 ° 3 ' When membe » of the 
Z*-* Petitione eV^ ^ PrCSCnt ° f W estmin- 
** buUdi' Prcsb Vt«y for a separate organ, za- 

"c? «cr of rr d by thc ch** 

J* first P Z , , ' l * 0r 82n,zatio n . , 90J . 

‘ , '" i Church war 

'•VII, Church, ami for rrvrral y „„ 




The Church on the Western Waters 
pJJ , it has been grouped with Liberty. Dumnorc. and H 

ville churches. 

The following ministers have served as pastors of t h, Ur 
minster Church: Rev. G. W. Nickell. Rev. A. W Ra 
Rev. J. M Walker. Rev. W. Graham Wood. R cv . D v, ^ 
Monroe. Rev. A. B. Williford. Especially notable is th . tD 
.orate of Rev. G. W. Nickell. during whose minis,'*/ 
church was launched and the church building completed ** 

XXVIII. CASS CHURCH 

Cass, in Pocahontas County, has for a number of years bee 
the center of an extensive lumber industry, and a considerable 
amount of lumber is still produced in that area. The citizensh ' 
of Cass is unusually cosmopolitan in character. 

A Presbyterian church, taking the name Cass Presbyterian 
Church, was organized there in 1904. by Rev. Asa Watkins 
and Ruling Elder J. S. Matthews. The Cass Church was for j 
number ol years associated with Liberty Church at Greenbank 
The budding occupied by the Cass congregation was erected 
in 1904 and remodeled in 1923. It was partially destroyed by 

fire in March. ,937. and was repaired and remodeled later in 
tnat same year. 

,jr h * C , hurch was organized with a membership of 
dred rcporls an act * ve membership of one hun- 

stream f IMy " S,x ' Thls church has for years sent a steady 
mg states >0UnS pc ° ple lnto city churches in this and adjoin- 

tive in anT/* 1 ^ en '’ 0yt ‘ d an aggressive leadership and is ac 
young r*orV , Vj ” OUs departments, being noted for the fine 

,ht ch ” ch 's service. The 

The Can C rr ^ UX * bary ^as ^ ccn especially efficient. 

,n ncarbv^l ^ lbc past ma ‘ nl * l * nc d outpost work 

and Kay wood h U 7 lb4 ' ring *Ulcmcnts. notably at Spruce 
Uf 1 use have been discontinued as the lum 
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Banners Unfurled 



' ^ opewfion* in ‘*»ese settlements have closed and the people 

number of active workers in the Church's service have gone 
from the Cass Church, among whom may be named Rev 
°° L Harnsbarger. missionary to Africa Mm Alice Hannah 
tocher of missionaries' children in Africa, and Rev Lewis Lyle, 
low serving in Chicago. III. 


Roll of Ministers: 

Asa Watkins. D.D 

W. W. Bain - 

J. S. Kennison 
Louis A. Kelly 
Fred W. Gray. D.D 
James T. Pharr- 


1904 1907 

-.I907-1910 

1910 191 j 
—I9IM91) 

19181929 
1929 to the present 


XXIX WHITE SULPHUR CHURCH 

The work at White Sulphur Springs which resulted in the 
organization of a church at that place was done by Her. F. P. 
Sydenstricker Mr Sydenit richer was preaching two Sundays 
och month on Anthony’s Creek and it was his custom to 
* pend ^ n, 8 ht al White Sulphur Springs, conducting prayer 
owing in the old school house. In 1913 Rev. W. W. Pharr, 
^vxute pastor of the Old Stone Church, took over the work 
y ***• S y d *nstncker. and for two yean (1913-1915) 
jrMHutd m that work. The church was organized in 1915 
andp,- S neWh,U ^ uIpbur Springt Presbyterian Church. 

^ ^ harr ^ame its first pastor, serving in that 
for two years. 

m the 6U°h * fteT ItS or 2 aniza ^on the congregation met 
^^tic n tooi Ue build,ng * and on May 19. 1915. the con- 
%fJr **P-TK K^ 1 * 00 ^°oking to the erection of a house of 
* 3 * * 9 t 6 * , udd,n * wa * dedicated on Easter Sunday. April 
h Dr C. Caldwell, professor at Union 



